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Dear
Abby

by Jeanne
Phillips

Wedding
a farce

Dear Abby: My wife and I
received an invitation from a
family member to attend their
daughter “Heidi’s” wedding
on Father’s Day weekend. We
canceled our existing plans in
order to attend, and gave
“Heidi and Dave” an appro-
priate gift. As the ceremony
progressed, the minister asked,
“Do you, Steve, take Heidi” ...
at which point the guests
began whispering to them-
selves, “STEVE?”

We were embarrassed,
thinking we had made a horri-
ble mistake in addressing the
gift card. Finally, after much
discussion among the guests,
someone approached the
bride’s mother to ask if we had
made a mistake. “Oh, no,” she
replied. “Dave backed out two
weeks ago. Heidi asked Steve
if he would marry her, and he
said he wasn’t doing anything
else this weekend, so why
not?”

Predictably, in less than
three weeks, this sham of a
marriage was over. Heidi, of
course, retained all the gifts.

My wife says it’s no big
deal. I say the bride’s parents
should have called the guests
and explained the circum-
stances so they could make an
informed decision about
attending. I was also raised to
believe that in cases such as
this, where the commitment to
marriage was so obviously
missing, that the gifts should
be returned. Am I wrong?

— Jilted Guest

Dear Guest: It appears
that Heidi and her parents
became so involved in the
details of the “production”
that they forgot the real mean-
ing of the wedding celebra-
tion. Frankly, I am shocked
and disappointed that a minis-
ter would go along with such a
farce, much less “bless” it. Yes,
the wedding should have been
called off when the groom
backed out. Yes, the guests
should have been notified. Yes,
any unopened or unused gifts
should have been promptly
returned. And no, you’re not
wrong.

Dear Abby appears daily. You can
write her at P.O. Box 69550, Los
Angeles, CA 90069

Dr. Gott

Toxemias
lasting effects

Dear Dr. Gott: Fifty years
ago, my sister developed tox-
emia while pregnant. Both she
and the baby nearly died.

From the poison in her
body, she develops large boils.
They primarily occur under
her breasts and armpits but
can pop out anywhere. They
are incredibly painful, and she
experiences relief only when
the boils come to a head and
bursts. Is there anything that
will help her?

Dear Reader: Toxemia
during pregnancy is caused by
metabolic disturbances in the
mother’s body. This results in
pre-eclampsia and fully devel-
oped eclampsia.

I doubt that your sister’s
current problem is related to
her pregnancy 50 years ago.
Boils are usually caused by
bacteria, the most common
being staphylococcus. Bacteria
thrive in dark, moist areas
such as the underarm and
breasts.

I urge your sister to speak
to her physician and request a
swab of the boil, which can be
analyzed to determine the
cause. In most cases, a course
of antibiotics will solve the
problem. It is also important
to have good hygiene. Bathing
with antibacterial soap daily
and keeping the skin dry can
prevent most outbreaks. Tell
your sister to switch to an
antibacterial soap and to dry
thoroughly after bathing. She
can also apply powder to infec-
tion-prone areas to ensure
they stay clean and dry.

Harmony
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“We have a lot of faith in
each other’s talents and it helps
us enjoy working together.”

For Kaiser, that magic trans-
lates to the stage.

“We really enjoy performing
for other people and bringing
joy into their lives through
music and I think that keeps us
going,” she says. “When we
play together on stage and con-
nect with each other, we feel
like we’re doing something in
service to other people.”

Sometimes, with the jan-
gling, whistle-charged perki-
ness of tunes like “Season
Song,” from their full-length
debut “March Forth,” released
this summer, it seems that mis-
sion is simply to infect others
with their sunny disposition.
At other times, the two offer up
thoughtful reflections on rela-
tionships, singing about love
and acceptance, honesty and
even disappointment with a
grace and equanimity that
stand as a testament to their
commitment.

And while many of the songs
are delivered in an admittedly
“simple, catchy pop-style,” a
few heft contemplative weight,
the ominously moody “The
Flood” inspired by the film
“An Inconvenient Truth” and
the ravages of Hurricane
Katrina, while the dreamy,
strings-draped “Free Will
Zone” echoes the theme of
Barbara Marciniak’s controver-
sial book, “Bringers of the
Dawn: Teachings from the
Pleiadians,” and its call for a
more cooperative existence free
from the media’s influence.

“A lot of the stuff that we’re
singing about, even including
reacting to art work, films and
stuff like that, it really is about
our lives; it’s about what we’ve
experienced and what we’ve
lived,” says Cartel, noting that
many of their songs are written

Norman

Continued from Page D1

“I probably wrote 10 stories
a week and 10 songs a week,
with no help,” she recalled. “I
don’t even know if I wrote half
of them down.”

This was the fruit of musical
talent that emerged at age 3,
when she began playing the
piano. By the time she was 8,
she had composed a classical
piece that was performed by the
Philadelphia Orchestra. As a
teenager, she became a theater
fanatic.

With a background like that,
there was only one place she
could go. Norman became a
kindergarten teacher.

After a few years, broadcast-
ing beckoned (she had minored
in radio and TV at Temple
University) and she sold her
idea for a children’s show to
WCAU in Philadelphia. The
program opened with Norman
flying from an invisible wire, in
a nod to the Broadway produc-
tion of “Peter Pan.”

“Pixanne” lasted 17 years
locally and in syndication, and
was followed by numerous
other TV production credits
and a book, “The Private Life
of the American Teenager.”
The ex-pixie also portrayed
another children’s TV charac-
ter, Space Girl, and with her
husband, Frank Beazley, pro-
duced home repair mini-fea-
tures in which she starred as
Ms. Maintenance.

Norman said she has record-
ed “16 or 17” albums over the
years, with a compilation of
standards, “With Love,” in
release concurrently with “A
Perfect Christmas.” The CDs
came in response to airplay
from previous albums — “In A
Christmas Mood” and “Madly
in Love.”

“In A Christmas Mood”
enraptured radio stations, who
were asking her “What else
have you got?”

“At the time, I didn’t have
another album!” Norman
recalled. “I wanted to do anoth-
er one, because this one is so
successful.”

Any album takes months or
years for song selection,
arrangement, direction and
finally, recording.

“Very, very few people nowa-
days record with a 47-piece
orchestra,” Norman said.

“Since it’s an independent
album, I don’t have anyone
telling me what I should and
shouldn’t do. So I chose songs I
love to sing. If it pleases me, I
know it will please listeners.”

For “With Love,” Norman
chose favorites like “You Made
Me Love You” and “The
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Courtney Kaiser and Benjamin Cartel met in 2003
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mutual friend Howie Statland of New York City Smoke.

as messages from one person to
another, though not always to
each other.

Most also are penned sepa-
rately though the final product
always bears the influence of
both.

“You look at some duos and
you see that there’s one person
clearly driving most of the
music and another person kind
of supplying some personality
or something to it,” says Cartel.
“With us, we’re trying to bring
out the best in what we both
do. I might start a song, and
say, ‘Hey, Courtney, check this
out,” and Courtney might be
like, ‘I like that but let me add
this, this and that to it.’

“That’s sort of required for
KaiserCartel. We have to be
able to collaborate in that way.”

Kaiser, who prefers writing
when she’s alone in their

Trolley Song,” combining them
with her own compositions,
such as one titled “The
Newness of the Morning.”

“A Perfect Christmas” serves
up 13 tracks, including “The
Christmas Song,” “Baby, It’s
Cold Outside” (with Paul Jost)
and “What Are You Doing New
Year’s Eve?”

Norman and musical direc-
tor Richard Rome took the
ensemble to StarCity Recording
in Bethlehem to produce “With
Love.” “A Perfect Christmas”
ended up at Elm Street, in a
vortex of mutual fandom with
Hyman.

According to Norman, the
rocker is one of the former
children beguiled by Pixanne.
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Brooklyn home, similarly will
bring her songs, recorded on
GarageBand, to Cartel for his
unique touch.

“It’s a nice way to be individ-
ualized about it but also demo-
cratic,” she says. “Everyone has
their time to figure out what
their part will be, and a nice
amount of time is spent making
sure the song is crafted in the
best way possible.”

Because Kaiser comes from a
classical voice background —
she began singing in church
choirs in her native
Indianapolis at an early age,
studied opera in college and
sang backup for John
Mellencamp (Cartel hails from
Westchester County, N.Y., and
gained most of his experience
in punk- and garage-rock
bands) — she does the majority
of the singing. But the two still

“He rarely lets anyone else
record in that studio but The
Hooters, but he let us bring the
whole orchestra in,” she said.

Norman has toured the West
Coast with her cabaret act,
which she also has presented at
local venues such as the Prince
Theatre.

With a new holiday album
out, “more than likely, I will be
doing a lot of Christmas con-
certs,” she said.

Meanwhile, “Pixanne” has
become an object lesson in chil-
dren’s entertainment.

Several weeks ago, Norman
spoke to a communications
class at Temple, ending her
presentation by playing the
famous flying show-opener and

Lawnview Ce

at Manhattan’s Knitting Factory after missing each other’s set on a bill shared with

trade vocal leads, share duets
and float in and out of each
other’s reveries on an album lit
with pretty melodies. “March
Forth” producer Matt Hales (of
Aqualung) helped to create a
fuller, occasionally atmospheric
sound around their understated
guitar-, xylophone- and drums-
driven arrangements with deft
layers of piano, strings, percus-
sion and a few quirky choices,
such as alarm clocks and milk
frothers.

But even when alone, the
duo, who come to the First
Unitarian Church in
Philadelphia tonight, have a
knack for expanding on their
minimalist palette by experi-
menting with different instru-
ments and the timing with
which they play them, a strike
of the xylophone accompanied
by a pump of the harmonium

asking the students to “promise
me you’re not going to laugh.”
She was not prepared for the
reception the clip got from stu-
dents brought up on Twitter
and text-messaging and a popu-
lar culture awash in irony. It

pedal, for instance, or the kick
of a bass drum dueling with a
guitar chord progression while
a shaker toss fills out the can-
vas.

“I think we both enjoy chal-
lenging ourselves and seeing
how much we can do with just
one body and two people put
together,” says Kaiser.

Now that both have given up
full-time jobs, she as an ele-
mentary school music teacher
and he as an early-childhood
art teacher, to pursue music full
time, they’re optimistic about
what the future holds.

“It’s really great to be able to
do this every day,” says Kaiser.
“We’re in total gratitude that
we decided to just go with it
and take the risk.”

Naila Francis can be reached

at 215-345-3149 or
nfrancis@phillyBurbs.com.

might have been a group of
first-graders from 1967.
“They didn’t move,”
Norman said. “They loved
every minute of it. Oh, my
God. It still works today.”
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